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J ournalist Anthony Lewis, a
former New York Times
reporter who transformed
press coverage of the law,

spent his career attempting to
elucidate the workings of the
court system and chronicling
its landmark events.

Among the most important
court cases he wrote about
was Gideon v. Wainright, the
U.S. Supreme Court’s 1963 de-
cision that established poor
defendents charged with seri-
ous crimes have the right to a
lawyer. The case, triggeredby
the handwritten appeal of
Clarence Earl Gideon, a poor
Florida man with no lawyer
convicted of breaking into a
pool room, established that
such individuals must be rep-

resented and those who can’t
afford lawyers should have
them appointed.

Notably, Mr. Lewis, winner
of two Pulitzer Prizes, died
Monday at 85, just days after
extensive publicity about the
50th anniversary of the Gide-
on decision. Much of the cov-
erage of the anniversary fo-
cused on the fact that the na-
tion’s underfunded and over-
worked public defender
system is struggling in most
states, including Kentucky.

Mr.Lewis’ lifeandwork isa
reminder thatwestill have far
to go in achieving justice for
Kentucky’s poor citizens,
many of whom continue to be
jailed and deprived of liberty
without a lawyer.

The legacy of Lewis
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I t’s with some bizarre, re-
verse symmetry that the
U.S. Supreme Court began

taking up cases that could ex-
tend freedom and liberty to
gays and lesbians on the same
day that theKentuckyGeneral
Assembly was slated to pass
legislation thatcouldbeused to
take freedomaway from them.

The court took up the issue
of Proposition 8, the California
referendum that ripped the
right to marry away from gay
couples, on Tuesday and plans
to hear oral arguments
Wednesday on the federal De-
fense ofMarriage Act, the fed-
eral law that defines marriage
as being between a man and a
woman.

What the court decides
could impact everything from
inheritance and tax laws to
adoption and child custody.

We hope the court strikes
downboth laws, as theyclearly
makegays and lesbians second
class citizens and undermine
thepromiseofequalprotection
setout intheU.S.Constitution’s
14th Amendment.

Tuesday’s Supreme Court
argumentmay be themost im-
portant of the two because, de-
pendingonhowthecourt rules,
it could be a giant leap forward
in striking down state constitu-
tional amendments banning
gay marriage in 31 states, in-
cluding Kentucky.

Gay couples are now al-
lowed to marry in nine states
and inWashington D.C.

But no matter what it de-
cides, just the fact that the Su-
premeCourt is takingup the is-
sue of gay marriage is a huge
step for gay couples — some-
thing that was unfathomable
just a few years ago.

Why, it seemslike itwas just
yesterday when the late state
Rep.JohnHarper,R-Shepherd-
sville, was annually shopping
his anti-sodomy bill around the
state capitol in search of co-
sponsors for it.

We’ve come a long way
since then.

Kentucky has openly gay
mayors in Lexington and Vic-
co. Former U.S. Rep. Barney
Frank,D-Mass., isnowmarried
to his longtime boyfriend, Jim
Ready.

Most national polls now
show that a plurality of Amer-

icans (and in some cases, ma-
jorities)supportsame-sexmar-
riage. One poll, conducted ear-
lier thismonthby theWashing-
ton Post and ABC News found
that 58 percent support gay
marriage, including 52 percent
of GOP-leaning independents
under the age of 50.

President Barack Obama
and former Secretary of State
HillaryClinton,theearlyfavor-
ite for the Democratic presi-
dential nod in 2016, have both
endorsed same-sex marriage.
And Republican U.S. Sen. Rob
Portman, of Ohio, announced
recently that he nowbacks gay
marriage, after his son came
out as being gay.

Butwhilethenationappears
it may be eschewing a time
when gays and lesbians were
discriminated against without
hesitation, the Kentucky Gen-
eral Assembly is embracing
the old ideals by planning to
override Gov. Steve Beshear’s
veto of the so-called “Religious
Freedom” bill.

That bill would allow, in
some cases, people to not fol-
low laws that violate their
deeply held religious convic-
tionsunless the state canprove
with “clear andconvincing evi-
dence” that thestatehasacom-
pelling interest to burden their
religious freedoms.

Opponents of the legisla-
tion, House Bill 279, fear that
the law will allow homophobes
to use religious dogma to avoid
following gay rights ordinanc-
es in Louisville, Lexington, Co-
vington and Vicco.

Supporters, however, argue
that that’s not the intent of the
law and that people have not
tried to use similar laws in oth-
er states in that fashion.

While that may be true,
there’s no assurance that they
won’tattempttostrikedownlo-
cal civil rights protections for
gays usingHB 279 and there is
no certainty that Kentucky’s
judges, who must stand for
election before evermore con-
servative Kentucky voters,
wouldn’t let them.

So that leaves us in Ken-
tucky with state legislators —
both Democrats and Republi-
cans — leading us backwards
ongayrights,waitingforacon-
servative Supreme Court to
lead us forward.

Make marriage
equal for everyone

SAN ANTONIO — Julian
Castro is a politician in not
too much of a hurry. This

does not mean he lacks ambi-
tion.

The 38-year-
old mayor of San
Antonio, which
has boomed into
the country’s
seventh-largest
city, came to na-
tional attention
much as Barack
Obama did, with
a first-rate key-
note speech at
last year’sDemo-

cratic National Convention. He
spoke affectingly of life being
not a marathon but a “relay” in
which each generation lifts up
the next.

Hismetaphor didn’t have the
instant punch of Obama’s 2004
red-and-blue America oration,
but it does have staying power,
just fine for a man playing the
long game.

He is looking toward easy re-

election inMay to his third two-
year term, and you can expect
him to resist entreaties to run
for governor in 2014. Demo-
graphic change is not likely to
turn red Texas purple until the
last part of this decade. “No
question itwill bemore hospita-
ble” to a Democrat, Castro says
with a smile.

As it happens, he hits the
city’s mayoral term limit in
2017, nice timing for a gover-
nor’s race in 2018 or a run
against first-termGOPSen.Ted
Cruz. Castro rules nothing in or
out, buthe’snot cagey.Heseesa
way up, and many Democrats
hope he’ll take it.

And his “relay” metaphor
was more than a rhetorical de-
vice. It describes his political
life, and that of his twin brother
Joaquin, amemberofCongress.

What makes Mayor Castro
especially interesting is the in-
teraction of his own pragma-
tism with the early radicalism
of hismotherRosie, his first po-
litical mentor. She was a foun-

der of La Raza Unida Party —
she eventually returned to the
Democratic fold— and a poster
from his mom’s unsuccessful
1971 city council race hangs
proudly in the mayor’s office.

Between his mother’s past
and his ownpresent, Castro em-
bodies the full rangeofprogres-
sive impulses, fromthemostac-
tivist and visionary to the most
practical and middle of the
road. Castro says in an inter-
view that it’s not surprising that
his approach is different from
his mom’s.

“I had the blessing of oppor-
tunity,” he says. As a result, he
sees a balance in what is re-
quired to achieve change. “You
need the folks in the boardroom
who have consciences and the
people in the streets who can
picket at the right time.”

Then he gets to his own role:
“And you need public officials
who can listen. I seemyself as a
bridge-builder who can under-
stand both sides.”

His goals for San Antonio

certainly squarewith the objec-
tives of any Chamber of Com-
merce member: “to create a
brainpower community that is
the liveliest city in the United
States.” The jobs hewants to at-
tract, Castro says, are “the 21st-
century jobs in information
technology and security, new
energy, aerospace.”

Keeping with his own trajec-
tory through Stanford and Har-
vard Law School, Castro wants
SanAntonio’spoorest teenagers
to thinkbigwhenitcomestocol-
lege. One of his favorite initia-
tives is the nonprofit Cafe Col-
lege, where parents and kids
can get college advice and, in
particular, help in filling out fi-
nancial aid application forms.
He notes that high schoolers
whocompletethestandardFree
Application forFederal Student
Aid are “350 percent more like-
ly to go to college.”

Castro is ahead of the curve
on onemajor national issue, and
has very hardheaded things to
say about another.

Obama has made universal
pre-kindergarten a national pri-
ority, but Castro got there earli-
er, winning a one-eighth-of-a-
cent sales tax increase in a ref-
erendum last November to pro-
vide about $31million for pre-K
programs.

And Castro makes a case for
comprehensive immigration
reform rooted in the down-to-
earth concerns of a big city
mayor. Moving undocumented
immigrants to legal status, he
says, would mean “more chil-
dren enrolled in school,” less
use of hospital emergency
rooms, fewer unreimbursed
ambulance fees, and greater
public safety because “people
will not be afraid to interact
with the authorities.”

Yet however much local
business people have come to
like him, Castro is still Rosie’s
son. He has pursued a methodi-
cal path to Rosie’s dream. And
he isearninghimself thechance
to push it even further than she
might have imagined.

San Antonio mayor Castro: a relay, not a marathon
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Why not civil unions?
The Supreme Court is hear-

ingcasesconcerning lawsrelat-
ing to samesexwedlock. If laws
were passed allowing same-sex
couples to be united in a civil
union and given rights opposite
sex couples enjoy, both sides
should be happy.

Thosewanting therightsoth-
er citizens enjoy will be happy
and those notwantingmarriage
to be changed from its opposite
sex relationship status should
be happy. Rights are wanted by
the former group and continui-
ty is wanted by the latter.

Wood McGraw
Crestwood 40014

Holliday misleading
Kentucky Commissioner of

Education Dr. Terry Holliday
recently attended a forum on
improving our public schools
held in West Louisville. At the
forum, Dr. Holliday pointedly
criticized the Jefferson County
Teachers Association (JCTA)
for not approving a contract de-
viation vote at one of our JCPS
high schools. A contract devi-
ation is a vote by the faculty of a
school to modify our labor
agreement specifically for the
given school.

After hearing Dr. Holliday’s
harsh criticism, I asked our
staff to determine how many
contract deviations JCTA has
received this year and how
manyhavebeendeclined.Sofar
this year, JCTA has received
about 140 contract deviations
and only two have been de-
clined. So, rather than recogniz-
ing JCTA for agreeing to138 de-
viation votes to change our la-
bor agreement in buildings
across the district, Dr. Holliday
chose to point to one of only two
that were not accepted in order
to create the false impression
the union is somehow being ob-
structionist.

Dr. Holliday also criticized
the shared School Board-Teach-
ers Association contract,
suggesting it was a barrier to
success in Priority Schools.
However, state law says, “ Pro-
fessionallynegotiatedcontracts
by a local board of education
shall not take precedence over
the requirements of…“ the Pri-
ority Schools law. Again, Dr.
Holliday’s remarks were mis-
leading and divisive.

Contracts between local
school districts and their em-
ployees are owned and support-
ed by both groups because they
are mutually beneficial. Labor
agreements are a normal, legal,
desirable, andstabilizingwayto
constructively facilitate labor-
management relations, particu-
larly in large school districts
like JCPS.

At JCTA, we are absolutely
committed tohelpingevery stu-
dent in every Jefferson County
school succeed. Rather than
bashing the school district, and
now the union, Dr. Holliday
should be sitting down with us
constructively, so we can all
work together to improve our
schools. That is the sort of lead-
ership and support we need
from the Kentucky Commis-
sioner of Education.

BRENT MCKIM
President, Jefferson County Teachers

Association
Louisville 40218

It’s Congress’ fault
I believe the person who

wrote the “Blame Obama” let-
ter needs to get his facts
straight on the so called “Se-
quester” and why it actually
happened.

The short of it is that it’s due
to theBudgetControlActwhich
is too long to explain in a small
letter. But 174 Republicans vot-
ed for it 66 against, and 95Dem-
ocrats voted for it and 95
against. The “sequester” laid
outwhere andhowmuchdiffer-

ent programswere to be cut. As
for asObama’s food tasters, this
policy was set up by the Secret
Service and it goes back to at
least the Reagan administra-
tion.Andyoucan look thatupon
line.

Also the lies are still coming
from Rep. Michele Bachmann
who stated a few days ago that
the Obamas hired a person to
walk their dog, on taxpayer
money. The truth is that the
White House gardener walks
thedogaspartofhisduties.And
all Presidents have had garden-
ers to keep the grounds in pris-
tine shape. She complained
about the Obama White House
budget, facts show with infla-
tion counted in, the Obama
White House budget is in line
with other presidents. People
should look up the facts before
they make judgment.

Milton Williams
Louisville 40214

Stan the sham?
I took great offense to the

headline “Stan the Man” in the
Forum Flash section published
March 24. This article is about a
sleazy, disbarred lawyer. “Stan
the Man” refers to recently de-
ceased Stan Musial — baseball
Hall of Famer and revered St.
Louis Cardinal. As a native St.
Louisan I took great offense to
such a wonderful man’s nick-
name even being mentioned
with this poor example of a law-
yer. Shame on you. You owe
“Stan the Man,” his family and
the Cardinal Nation an apology!

LESA MACKIN
Floyds Knobs, Ind. 47119

HOW TO SUBMIT LETTERS
Letters to the editor are welcomed.
They should be addressed to:
Readers’ Forum
The Courier-Journal
P.O. Box 740031
Louisville, Ky. 40201-7431
Our e-mail address is:
cjletter@courier-journal.com
Best-read letters are under 200 words and
on topics of general interest. A letter must
be original and contain the signature,
address and daytime telephone number of
its writer. The editors reserve the right to
condense or reject any letter and to limit
frequent writers.
Letters to the editor, opinion and editorial
columns, and articles submitted to The
Courier-Journal may be distributed in print,
electronic or other forms.
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